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Research on Social Capital Acquisition Mechanism and Policy Support for
Rural Elderly Care in the Process of Urbanization

WANG Hua', YIN Xuhui**
(1.College of Humanities & Social Development , Northwest A&F University ;

2.College of Marxism » Northwest A&F University \Yangling »Shaanxi 712100, China)

Abstract: The key to solve the problem of rural elderly care is to solve the shortage of elderly care resources.
Based on the perspective of social capital, this paper examines the problem of rural elderly care resources,and finds
that the mobilization of social capital follows the “homogeneity principle”,and the logical path of rural elderly care
policy development conforms to the mobilization mechanism of social capital.In the initial stage of urbanization, the
outflow of rural labor force leads to the dilemma that rural elderly care is manifested as lack of capital and lack of
return. At the intermediate stage of urbanization,as the shortage of rural elderly care resources becomes increasingly
prominent, the state actively promotes community elderly care to supplement the social capital of “family like”.
When it comes to the advanced stage of urbanization, the national rural revitalization strategy enables the endoge-
nous capital of rural elderly care, with the relevant policies for “support families”, accelerates the ability of rural
elderly to mobilize the best social capital,and builds a secure, healthy and participatory rural elderly service system.

Keywords: rural elderly care;social capital;acquisition mechanism;policy support;rural revitalization



