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The Contemporary Value and Preservation of Excellent Traditional Chinese
Agricultural Culture

YANG Yidan WU Yanqing
(College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A&F University)

Summary: In the context of inheriting China’s excellent agricultural culture and safeguarding its farming civilization,
re-examining the evolution of the academic narrative of agricultural culture, clarifying its connotative structure and contemporary
value, and defining paths for its protection and inheritance are of great significance for preserving and passing on this outstanding
traditional culture. The study reveals that the conceptual connotation of agricultural culture has undergone a narrative evolution
through several stages: archacologists confirming China’s central role as an independent origin of agriculture, cultural scholars
examining traditional Chinese culture, political-education scholars critically reflecting on the backwardness of traditional culture,
natural resource scholars excavating and protecting agricultural cultural heritage, and scholars repositioning it under the
contemporary mission of strengthening cultural confidence and preserving excellent traditional culture.

China’s excellent traditional agricultural culture is a cultural system with a specific layered structure and rich connotations.
From the initial stage, where humans used agricultural tools for conscious labor to promote the “humanization of natural elements”
in agricultural production, to creating a more abundant material world at the societal level and constructing collectively observed
social identities, institutional norms, and spiritual ideologies, agricultural culture demonstrates its evolving connotations and layered
structure. This culture aligns closely with the goals of Chinese-style modernization, offering positive contemporary value in
multiple domains: ensuring stable agricultural development and food security, promoting high-quality regional economic and social
development, strengthening the conservation and sustainable use of cultivated land, supporting ecological civilization construction,
enhancing the quality and efficiency of rural industries, improving social governance, shaping cultural identity and forging national
spirit, and building a human community with a shared future.

However, under the impact of modernization and urbanization, China’s excellent traditional agricultural culture faces a crisis of
inheritance, with its potential to drive economic and social development and meet cultural consumption needs yet to be fully
unleashed. To address this, clear paths for protection and inheritance are necessary. Efforts should be grounded in respect for the
diversity, regional specificity, and sensory accessibility of traditional agricultural culture, and include the following: advancing
projects to collect elements of excellent traditional agricultural culture; enhancing the distillation and interpretation of its
contemporary value; promoting innovation in agricultural cultural products and industrial development; strengthening localized
education on traditional excellent agricultural culture and cultivating rural talents; establishing central venues for displaying
traditional agricultural culture; and leveraging positive storytelling and digital communication to expand its reach.

Keywords: Agricultural Culture; Connotative Structure; Value of the Era; Conservation and Inheritance Measures
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